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PROFILE—STEVE NIXON 

 

A Physics Degree Opened Many Doors, Including Those to Classrooms 

     For those who say what goes on in the classroom is just like what 

happens in the “real world,” meet Steve Nixon, who became a new science 

teacher at Carmel High School at the start of the 2016-2017 school year. 

 

     Mr. Nixon, who spent many years in the private sector before deciding to 

become a teacher, knows that there are significant contrasts. 

 

     “The biggest difference I’ve found is how you structure your time,” he 

says.  “As a teacher, every morning at 7:45 I have to be ready.  First period 

will roll around.  The kids and the administration expect it that way.  You 

have to structure your time.”   

 

     A native of Martinez in the East Bay, Mr. Nixon attended high school in 

Sacramento, earned a Bachelor’s of Science degree in physics at Sacramento 

State, and then moved immediately into the private sector. 

 

    His career was diversified.  He worked in engineering and programming 

for small companies, as a field applications engineer, and for a firm that 

made fingerprint scanners.  He worked in tech support, did computer 

modeling in finance and wrote demonstration software. 

 

     Asked what one can do with a degree in physics, Mr. Nixon responds, 

“Literally anything.  Physics is actually a way of thinking about a problem – 

with about 20 or 30 mathematical shortcuts.” 

 

     So what precipitated his decision to become a teacher?  

 

     “Originally, it was the economy, which went south,” he says of the major 

financial downturn that hit much of the nation in the last decade.   “The 

recession motivated me to make changes.” 

 

     Mr. Nixon moved back to Sacramento and returned to school, earning a 

teaching credential at Sacramento State. 

 

     He took a position at Encina High, a low-income, inner city, sixth 

through 12th grade school in Sacramento.  There, he taught physics, 

chemistry, biology and algebra. 

    “I was finally doing something that I could feel,” he says.  “What I 

previously was doing wasn’t going to make the world a better place.” 

 

    Teaching can do that for you.   
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    Life then became peripatetic. 

 

    Mr. Nixon headed east to teach at Dorchester Academy, a high school in 

Boston.  He taught there for a year, conducting classes in physics, calculus 

and engineering. 

 

     Then, it was back across the country when his wife, Alison Haupt, was 

offered a tenure-track position in marine biology at CSUMB.  Meanwhile, 

there was an opening at Marina High, where he was hired and taught 

physics, chemistry and marine biology for a year.  His students also studied 

the diverse ecology of Monterey Bay. 

 

      Enter Carmel High or, more precisely, Mr. Nixon entered Carmel High.   

     Now, he has three periods of college-prep physics and two of honors 

physics, quite a heavy load.  

 

     “I love it here,” he says.  “I don’t ever want to leave.  I’m convinced this 

is my last teaching job.  I plan the lessons. I teach the lessons.  There is 

fantastic financial support if I need to supplies.  In other districts, I spent 

hundreds of dollars of my own money for supplies.”  And he is also 

impressed with all the help he receives from CUSD offices in Information 

Technology. 

 

     “This district has put me at ease,” Mr. Nixon says. 

 

     In addition to being at Carmel High, he is working on a master’s degree 

in instructional science and teaching at CSUMB. 

 

     It wasn’t all studying or teaching in Sacramento for Mr. Nixon.  He is 

also a big fan of the San Francisco Giants and while in Sacramento he did 

game-day production for the Sacramento River Cats minor baseball club.  In 

that position he was responsible for virtually everything in the production 

booth, including operating the video replays. 

 

     And he could probably tell you how physics helped him there. 

. . . Lewis Leader 
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